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Mar Dionysius Shrine, Spring Valley 

■ odo. cronSsoci) a)7aj<8o)7cro 


The Thekkady St. George 
Orthodox Valiyapally is one of the 
oldest parishes in the diocese of 
Idukki. It is the only church in the High 
Ranges to house the reliquary of 
Sabhabhasuran Vattasseril Mar 
Dionysius, Saint of the Malankara 
Orthodox Church. The Valiyapally is 
situated by the side of Thekkady road at 
Kumily, the gateway to International Tourist 
Centre, Thekkady. 

Now, a new Shrine has been 
consecrated in the Saint’s name on a hilltop 
town- ‘Spring Valley’. About 20 families of 
this parish reside in Spring Valley, also a 
place of tourist attraction, 6 km away from 
Thekkady junction. 

This year, on the feast of Mar 
Dionysius, Fr. Dr. K. M. George, principal 
of the Old Theological Seminary, Kottayam 
celebrated the Holy Qurbana in Spring Valley 
on the altar, housed in a ‘shed’(read Chapel) 
made of dry grass and coconut leaves. The 


Fr. Dr. K.M. George consecrates the Shrine and celebrates the Holy Qurbana at Spring Valley. 


service was a unique experience for the priests 
and laity because the Holy Eucharist generally 
celebrated behind closed structures was now 
experienced in a wild and natural habitat. The 
small Orthodox community living here had 
moved into the hills about 50 years ago. 
Distanced physically by its remote nature, the 
community has not been fairly represented 
in the church and together with it their 
economic distress promoted their 
absenteeism in regular church affairs. The 
establishment of the shrine in Spring Valley 
has brought about a sense of social identity 
within them, together with prayer fellowships, 


prayer meetings, Sunday- school, confession 
and canonical prayers too. It is also note¬ 
worthy that people from other Christian 
denominations have also contributed their 
labour to this endeavour. 

The uniqueness of this shrine needs 
to be preserved. The labour, architecture, 
raw material and above all the desire has 
been indigenous. A perfect concoction of 
silence, infinite space, fresh air, pure 
holiness and unguarded exhilaration makes 
‘worshipping’ a different experience here. 

(The author is Vicar of St. George 
Orthodox Valiyapally, Thekkady) Z 
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MY PATRON SAINT 


C.K. Kochukoshy IAS (Retd) 


It was probably in the year 1927 while I 
was hardly five years of age that my mother 
took me to the august presence of Vattasseril 
Thirumeni who was on a visit to the St. Mary’s 
Church, Maramon, near the bank of river Pampa. 
The Vicar of the Church was the late 
Kulathakkal Thomas Cor Episcopa (senior) whom 
I vividly remember as a good friend of my father. 
Prone to childish idiosyncracies arising from 
the innocence of infancy, I have been warned 
by my mother to behave well in the presence of 
the powerful personality of my saintly great- 
grand uncle. My grand mother was the eldest 
daughter of Vattasseril Avirachen, the elder 
brother of our Thirumeni at Mallappally. 

My mother reverentially kissed the hand 
of Thirumeni who placed his hand on my head 
also to bless me, but he was virtually transmitting 
to me a superior consciousness of heritage 
which emboldened me to jump directly into the 
lap of the famous Malankara Metropolitan H.G. 
Geevarghese Mar Dionysius. In an electric 
reaction, my mother who was fully aware of 
the powerful personality of this Thirumeni loudly 
chastised me and apologized to Thirumeni for 
my infantile misconduct. Struck by shock, I didn’t 
know what to do. But the great-grand father in 
Thirumeni told my mother not to worry and added 
that I had the right to sit on his lap. This raised 
me to the seventh heaven and I think I never had 
such an edifying experience so far in the eighty 
seven years of my life. Two decades later when 
I appeared before the Union Public Service 
Commission at Simla as a candidate for selection 
to the Indian Administrative Service, I remember 
having sought the blessings of Thirumeni which 
he endowed upon me very lavishly indeed. I 
have mentioned this and other miraculous 
experiences of mine in the book "Dhirodatha 
Visudhan" published about fifteen years ago, 
with an introduction by Dr. P.C. Alexander, then 
Governor of Maharashtra. 

The title of “Sabha Bhasuran” bestowed 
upon Thirumeni by the Malankara Orthodox 
Church presupposes the wonderful services 


and sacrifices rendered to our Church by this 
Thirumeni and I can only describe them as awe¬ 
inspiring and unique. Historians who have 
studied the Course of the II World War (1939- 
45) have mentioned a critical stage of the war 
when England all alone had to face the wrath of 
Axis Powers led by Herr Hitler and co. Even a 
friendly U.S.A. situated thousands of miles away 
from the Eurasian land-mass across the Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans was unprepared and 
unable to help. The only person who stood 
between England and its abject surrender was 
just one man called Winston Churchill, the hero 
of the II World War. I was a College student those 
days (1939-1946) and was able to feel the 
diabolic deteriorating trend of the II World War 
every day. The world was well prepared to 
witness the fall of London any moment. 

Sir Winston Churchill was the only 
person on the side of the Allied Nations whose 
self-confidence and bravery helped the Allies to 
win the war ultimately. 

In the history of the Malankara Orthodox 
Church also, there was a similar period in which 
protracted litigations for many decades ended 
up with the intervention of the Supreme Court of 
India finally awarding victory to the Orthodox 
Church. 

When Sir Winston Churchill took over as 
the Prime Minister of U.K., England was already 
very near the nadir of its political history. His 
first speech after becoming the new Prime 
Minister was “I have nothing to offer except 
blood, toil and tears for you”. Our Sabha 
Bhasuran also had to go through blood, toil and 
tears. A revolver was once held point blank to 
his chest threatening his life. But Thirumeni did 
not yield. He was mercilessly abused and 
insulted by people who did not know the real 
issues. Many loyal volunteers offered to protect 
our Thirumeni. One such chivalrous body guard, 
popularly known by the sobriquet Aana Pappy, 
because of his elephantine strength and bravery 
was butchered by a group of 18 goondas near 
the Old Seminary. The postmortem showed that 
his skull was broken into 13 pieces and brain 
had come out of the skull through two cracks. 
The cold blooded murder of his faithful body¬ 


guard must have rattled and pained Vattasseril 
Thirummeni much, but his bravery flourished 
though he continued to be insulted overtly and 
covertly by his enemies. 

His appearances before the courts of 
law for months together revealed the high level 
of his intelligence, scruples and memory power. 
He could remember even minute questions put 
to him on any date in the courts for months 
together and his answers to each specific 
question every day. The purity of his character 
was visible every time. One day he was 
checking a collection of gold rings presented to 
him by Deacons ordained by him becoming 
priests. These were kept as assets of the 
Church. One of his nieces came one day to invite 
him for a marriage function. Thirumeni told her 
not to look at those rings, thinking that she 
expected to get one from the collection. He 
advised her not to look at the collection because 
it was FIRE. His niece had no such desire and 
was sorry that she was misunderstood by the 
Metropolitan uncle. I had also heard this story 
repeated in the family circles. But Thirumeni ab 
initio was such a Saint par excellence that after 
long sufferings and tribulations he was victorious 
at the end. He had never used any 
unparliamentary words against even his bitter 
enemies during his life. 

In one of his reported speeches he 
spoke about the quality of “Truth”. He compared 
“Truth” to a “sponge” which always floats in 
water. He said that any body can press down a 
sponge into water with a finger, but the moment 
you raise your finger, the sponge comes up to 
the top. This is the nature of Truth, nobody can 
permanently suppress truth. 

Mathopadesa Sarangal is a small 
book written by Vattasseril Thirumeni. Within a 
few pages, the basic principles of the faith of 
the Orthodox Church have been explained in it. 
His Saintliness had the characteristics of 
heroism, integrity and intelligence ingrained into it. 
The glory of this saintly personality is bound to 
increase as decades and centuries roll. The 
Malankara Orthodox Church will be proud of him for 
ever. 
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SABHA DIGNITARIES AND THEIR OFFICES 


1. H. H. Baselius Mar Thoma 
Didymos I 

B’day: Oct. 29,1921 

(Catholicos of the East and Malankara 

Metropolitan) 

Catholicate Palace, Devalokam, 

Kottayam - 686 038 

Ph:04812578234,2578500,2570569(Fax) 

(KOTTAYAM CENTRAL) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Mohan Joseph 
KNAN AYA DIOCESE is now directly 
administered by the Malankara Metropolitan. 

AHMEDABAD DIOCESE is now directly 
administered by the Malankara 
Metropolitan. 

BANGALORE DIOCESE is now directly 
administered by the Malankara 
Metropolitan. 

2. H. B. Paulose Mar Milithios 

B’day: Aug. 30,1946] 

(Assistant and successor to the 
Catholicos & Malankara Metropolitan) 
(KUNNAMKULAM DIOCESE) Bishop’s 
House, Arthat, 

Kunnamkulam-680 521 

Ph: 04885 223001,224001 (Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Joseph Tholath 
Ph: 04885 274442 

3. H.GDr.GeevargheseMarOsthatheos 

B’day: Dec. 9,1918 

(Senior Metropoltan), Bethany Aramana, 

Tiruvalla-689101 

Ph: 0469 2701357,2603357, 

0479 2302473,2342709 (Fax) 

4 H. G Mathews Mar Barnabas 

B’day: Aug. 9,1924 

(NORTH EAST AMERICA DIOCESE) 

Indian Orthodox Church Centre, 80 34 
Commonwealth BLVD, 

Bellrose, NY-11426-1842 US. 

Ph: 001 718831 1247,7184709844, 

716 4709219(Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Philipose Philip 
Ph: 989 466 2613 

5. H.G Thomas Mar Athanasios 

B’day Apr: 3,1938 
(CHENGANNUR DIOCESE) Bethel 
Aramana, Chengannur - 689121 
Ph: 0479 2451331,2453310 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Mathew 
VarghesePh: 0479 2362311 

6. H.GGeevargheseMarlvanios 
B’day: Nov. 14,1940 
(KOTTAYAM DIOCESE) Kuriakose Mar 
Gregorios Diocesan Centre, 

Kottayam Ph: 04812564329, 2505431 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. P. K. Zachariah 
Ph:0481 2701462 


7. H. G Dr. Thomas Mar Athanasius B’day: 
Jun.28,1952 

(KANDANAD EAST DIOCESE) Bishop’s 
House, Muvattupuzha 
Ph: 0485 2832401,2833401 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Abraham Karamel 

8. H.GDr.YuhanonMarMeletius 

B’day: Jul. 4,1954 
(TRISSUR DIOCESE) Gethsemon, 
Mannuthy, Trissur - 680 651 
Ph: 0487 2371039,2371748 (Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Mathew Jacob 
Ph: 0492 2343927 

9. H. G Kuriakose Mar Clemis 

B’day: Jul. 26,1936 
(THUMPAMON DIOCESE) St. Basil 
Aramana, Pathanamthitta-689645 
Ph: 04682222243, 2325942 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Titus George 
Ph: 0468 2223788 

10. H.GlyyobMarPhiloxenos 

B’day: may. 8,1939 

(DELHI DIOCESE) Delhi Orthodox Chutch 
Centre, Thuglaqabad Institutional Area, 

New Delhi-110 062 Ph: 011 29956417 
29955203,29958975 (Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: Very. Rev. M.S. 

Zacharia Ramban 

11. H.G Zacharia Mar Anthonios 

B’day: Jul. 19,1946 
(KOLLAM DIOCESE) Bishop’s 
House,Cross Junction, 

Kollam - 691 001 

Ph: 0474 2743535, 2746900 (Fax) 

04712442509 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. John Chacko 

12. H. G Dr. Mathews MarSeverius 

B’day: Feb 12,1949 
(KANDANAD WEST DIOCESE) Mar 

Pachomis Mount, Meenpara - 682 308 
Ph: 0484 2760286,2763025 
04812567363 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Dr. O. P 
Varghese 

13. H. G Geevarghese Mar Coorilos 

B’day: Oct.7,1949 
(MUMBAI DIOCESE and ASST, 
AHMEDABAD DIOCESE) Orthodox 
Church Centre, Sector 10, Vashi, 

Navi Mumbai-400 703 e mail: 

orthodox77@hotmail.com 

Ph: 022 27663427,27650876 (Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Thomas 
Varghese 


14. H.G Paulose Mar Pachomios 

B’day: Jan. 26,1946 
(MAVELIKARA DIOCESE) M. S. 

Seminary, Thazhakkara, 

Mavelikara - 690102, Ph: 0479 2309900 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Mathai Vilanilam 
Ph: 0479 2303416 

15. H.G Zachariah Mar Nicholovos 

B’day: Aug. 13,1959 

(ASST. NORTH EAST AMERICA 
DIOCESE) 13 Pelham Ave # 5 Nanuet 
NY 10954 USA 

Ph: 845 627 5816 845 627 0850 (Fax) 

16. H.GDr.YakobMarlrenaios 

B’day: Aug. 15,1949 
(KOCHI DIOCESE) Sion Seminary, 
Koratty East, Chalakudy-680 308 
Ph:0480 2732023,2734818. 
e mail:sionseminary@satyam.net.in 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Sunny Varghese 
Punnachalil 

17. H.G Dr. Gabriel Mar Gregorios 

B’day: Feb. 10,1948 
(TIRUVANANTHAPURAM DIOCESE) 

Orthodox Church Centre, Ulloor, 

Medical College P.O., Trivandrum - 695011 
Ph:0471 2442509 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Baby Thomas 

18. H.G Dr.Zachariah MarTheophilos 

B’day: Aug. 17,1952 
(MALABAR DIOCESE) 

Mount Hermon, R.E.C. P.O., 

Kozhikode-673601 

Ph: 0495 2287278,2288278 (Fax) 

0481 2578500 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Geevarghese 
Ponnola 

19. H.GDr.YuhanonMarChrisostamos 

B’day: Jan..7,1955 

(NIRANAM DIOCESE) Bethany Aramana, 
Tiruvalla-689101 
Ph: 0469 2701357 2603357 0479 
2302473 2342709 (Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Alexander 
Abraham 

20. H.GYuhanonMarPolicarpos 

B’day: March 30,1953 
(ANGAMALY DIOCESE) 

Thrikkunnathu Seminary, Aluva 
Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Mathai Edayanal 

21. H.G Mathews Mar Theodosius 
B’day: Sept. 15,1955 
(IDUKKI DIOCESE) 

Gethsemon Aramana, Chakkupallom, 
Kumily - 685 509 
Ph: 04868 282248 
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Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. George 
Varghese 

22. H.G. Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius 

B’day: Jan 15,1956 

(CALCUTTA DIOCESE) St. Thomas 
Asram, P.B. 24, Kailas Nagar, Bhilai, 

Durg. 

Ph: 0788 2285309,2286882 (Fax) 

Dio. Secretary: 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Abraham Oommen 

23. H.G. Abraham Mar Ephiphanios 
B’day: Sep 17,1960 
(SULTAN’S BATTERY DIOCESEand 
Asst, BANGALORE DIOCESE) 

Nirmalagiri, Poomala, S. Battery-673 
592 

Ph: 04936 220969 

Dio. Secretary: Rev Fr. Zacharia Veliyathu 


24. H.G Dr. Mathews Mar Themothios 

B’day: May 3,1963 

(EUROPE & AFRICA) 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. Philipose Philip 
Ph: 781 8996554 

25. H.GAlexios Mar Eusebios 
B’day: Sept. 5,1964 

(SOUTH WEST AMERICA DIOCESE) 

26. H.GDr.YuhanonMarDioscoros 

B’day: April 8,1965 

(CHENNAI DIOCESE) Bishop’s House, 

56 Surapet Main Road, Vinayakapuram, 

Madras - 600 099 

Ph: 044 25561897, 25560645 

Dio. Secretary: Rev. Fr. M. K. Kurian 


MALANKARA SYRIAN CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION 

Malankara Metropolitan Trustee: 

H. H. Baselius MarThoma Didymos I 

Catholicate Palace, Devalokam, Kottayam - 

686038 

Priest Trustee : 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Johns Abraham, 

Konattu, Pampakkuda P. 0. Ernakulam Dist. 

frkonat@gmail.com 

Lay Trustee : 

Sri. M. G George Muthoottu, 

702 Charmwood Village. Royal Retreat, 
Surajkund Road, Faridabad, Haryana. E-mail: 
mggm@muthootgroup.com 
Association Secretary: 

Dr. George Joseph, 

Catholicate Aramana, Devalokam, Kottayam 
Ph: 0481 2573850,9446515099 
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IMPORTANT CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS UNDER MAR SEVARIOS 


1. Kandanad West Diocesan Centre, Mar 
Pakomious Mount, Meenpara, Pin-682 
308, Ph: 0484 2760286 

2. Pratheeksha Bhavan (Care Home for 
Poor, Destitute and Mentally & Physi¬ 
cally Challenged Women), Palakuzha, 
Kuthattukulam 

Ph: (Sr. Emily) 0485-2253504 

3. Prashanti Bhavan (Hospice Centre for 
poor, destitute and terminally ill patients) 
(Fr. John Thenical-Administrator), 
Kadayiripu, Ph: (Sr. Rooth) 0485- 
2765620 


4. Prathyasa Bhavan, (Lifelong care of 
mentally & physically challenged men) 
Peramadam, Pampakkuda 

Ph: (M.A. Zachariah) 0485-2273402 

5. Pramodam Project ( Distributes food 
to poor inpatients in hospitals) 

Ph: (Kantanad West Diocesan house) 
0484-2760286 

6. Pradhanam Good Samaritan Centre 

(Guidance Centre for Patients in various 
hospitals) 

Ph: (Fr. C.M. Kuriakose) 9447331270 

7. Prasannam (HNL, Velloor, Contact 


Person: KA John ) 0484-2760286 

8 . Prakasam Institute for Special Edu¬ 
cation at Pratyasa Bhavan, South 
Piravam, Imparts training to teachers for 
the training of Mentally Retarded Chil¬ 
dren. (2 Year Diploma Course) 

9. St. Georgorious Job Training Centre 
Under Pratibha Charitable Trust., 
Kunnackal, Moovattupuzha. 

For more details, please visit 
www. praisef. com 
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M.D. OOMMEN 


Mannikoikal, Konni, Pathanamthitta 


With Prayers... 

Don, Libi, Joshua, &Kuku 
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New Parish Members 


1. 

D. Thankachen 

50/730 E, Pulikkottil, 


(S. Ponnamma, wife) 

LBS Road, Ponekara, 


Chittoor Veedu, 32/2024 

Kochi- 26 


C2 Mamangalam- 
Anjumana Rd 

Ph: 92495 24852 


Mythree Lane, Edappally, 

6. George Varghese 


Kochi-24, Ph: 2332906 

(Chinnamma, wife) 
Neduvampurathu House 

2. 

Dr. John. C. Varghese 

No 33/2909 D, H.S. 


(Dr. Sheena, wife) 

Road, 


Skyline ‘Orion’ Flats, Block 

Vennala, Kochi-28 


2 Flat No. 2 D, Opp. Nife, 
Edappally, Kochi 24 

Ph:2102636 


Ph;9447482815 

7. M.C. Varghese 

(Marykutty, wife) 

3. 

Skariah Kochethu 

A3, Highway Garden 


(Annie, wife) 

Apt. 


Valutharayil CC 50/513 D 

Ponnurunni East, PC. 


Manimala Road, 

Road, 


Nedumthuruthil Nagar 

Vyttila, Kochi-19, Ph: 


Edappally, Kochi-24 

Ph:6458157 

2803074 

8. Jijo Samuel Aniyan 

4. 

John Philip M. 

(Anju Yoyakey, wife) 


(Beena, wife) 

2/C St. George Towers 


Muppattiyil 33/3092 E 

Palarivattom, Kochi-25. 


Vennala P.O., 

Ph:3095574 


Kochi- 28 

9. Chackochen C.l. 


Ph:2803974 

(Mini, wife) 
Cheruvathoor House, 

5. 

Jose P.K. 

Thammanam P.O., 


(Shina, wife) 

Kochi-32. Ph: 2333998 
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(33002(193000020630 c0D^o6ni6niCr\Vo C003)l0o_| 
S2C3T3)20n0(3)2o 0iOOJC0i233)l33 0 dS2o63J33)1(O 
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